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1. Exhibitions 
 
1.1 Mapping the Town 
The main 2012 exhibition concluded at the Ancient House on January 12th 
with a flurry of additional visitors prompted by the marketing flier sent out in 
the local newspaper.    
 
26th January 2013 –  13th July   
Hard Times: Life for the poor in 
Thetford and area 100 years ago.   
As this report is being written, final 
touches are being made to a new 
exhibition which looks at day to 
day life for the poorest members 
of society around 100 years ago.  
The exhibition focuses on the 
living and working conditions in 
the town including the topics of 
sanitation, factory work, slum 
housing, and the workhouse. 
There’s also reference made to 
the work camps for 
unemployed people set up in 
Thetford Forest after the First 
World War.  The display 
serves perhaps as an 
antidote to a nostalgic, rose 
tinted view of the Edwardian era.  It has 
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been researched and put together by Collections Officer Tim Thorpe, who will 

be giving a talk about the exhibition on Fri 22 Feb, 2.30pm. 
 
A small album of photographs of ‘Characters of Thetford’ will be highlighted in 
the display.  Images from this unusual record of people going about their 
business in the town will be enlarged for people to see.  Sound effects of 
music hall songs will play alongside an excerpt from a film made by the 
museum’s history club about Dr Minns, the doctor at Thetford workhouse. 
Working life will feature Burrell’s, Fisons and the Tannery. 
 
 
27th July 2013 – 29th March 2014 
Thetford’s Lost Tudor Sculptures 
This exhibition will display the findings of a research project into the stone 
monuments of the Dukes of Norfolk at Thetford Priory, and feature the return 
to Thetford of artefacts from the British Museum, Norwich Castle and  
 

 
Prophet panel from the British Museum  

 
 
Framlingham Castle.  The sculptures will be set in their Tudor context and we 
plan to include the Hall, displays on the stairs and one of the upper rooms in 
this exhibition.  This is a partnership project with the University of Leicester 
and English Heritage with funding from the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council, Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council and others. 
 
Staff from Ancient House visited Framlingham for a tour of the Castle and the 
monuments in the church as the annual staff research visit. 
 
 
For further details on this project, see  
www.representingreformation.net 



2 Work with Children and Young People 
 
2.1 Arts Award Programme at Ancient House 
Melissa Hawker, Learning Officer continues to lead a successful programme 
of engaging young people through the Arts Award scheme.  She presented a 
case study about the Ancient House at the regional museums SHARE 
conference at Ipswich to encourage other museum workers to get involved 
and will be presenting to a conference in Cambridge later this year. 
 
3 Events and other news 
 
3.1 Christmas Switch on event  
The annual festivities of the Christmas Lights Switch on in Thetford included 
an open evening at the Ancient House with staff and volunteers welcoming 
visitors to a Georgian Christmas.  This followed a very busy day of school 
visits and created a daily attendance of 296. 
 
3.2 Big Draw event took place in October Half Term and connected the 
Museum with this programme as part of the National Campaign for Drawing.  
Other National events the Museum is involved with include the Festival of 
British Archaeology, Heritage Open Days and Night at the Museum.  These 
events receive welcome national publicity to supplement local marketing 
efforts. 
 
3.3 Japanese cultural exchange visit. 
In October the Museum was visited by a group from Japan keen to build 
cultural exchange with the Thetford area. Facilitated by Simon Kaner of the 
UEA School of Japanese studies, there are hopes for student exchange, 
internet resources and other forms of connections using the rich 
archaeological heritage of both areas, particularly flint and obsidian. 
 
3.4 English Heritage interpretation at Thetford Warren Lodge. 
The Museum was able to support English Heritage with images and research 
material for proposed new interpretation at the important medieval rabbit 
warrener’s lodge between Thetford and Brandon. 
 
3.5 .Other activity includes: 
 

• October House Alive – Thomas Paine – event in conjunction with 
Norfolk’s American Connections project. 

 

• Contact started with the Sure Start Dad’s Group who came in 
November. 

 

• The NMAS Display department have made some improvements to the 
displays including fossil display. 

 
 

• Links with the American Air base schools continues, most recently with 
an Arts Award project. 



 
 
3.6 Teaching Museum Trainee starts at 

Ancient House 
 
Sarah Cassell (right) started in January at the 
Ancient House as part of the Museum team as 
Curatorial Assistant.  Sarah comes to us keen to 
learn about museum work.  She was previously 
an assistant head at a Norfolk Secondary School. 

 
 
 
 
 
4 Friends and Volunteers 
At the annual general meeting of the Friends in December, the chair, treasurer 
and secretary were re-elected and there is a full committee.   
 
A recent purchase by the Friends for the Museum has been a badge-making 
machine which will be used for children’s events and  for generating income 
for the shop.   
 
Talks programme sponsored by the Friends continues 
 
The excellent team of Museum volunteers continue to give their time freely to 
the great benefit of the users of the museum. Their contributions were 
celebrated at an informal Christmas party in December. 
 
New volunteer Chris Samuels has started on a documentation project looking 
at display objects. 
 
5 Visitor Numbers   
5.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting. 

 
6 Resource implications 
 
(a) Finance   None 
(b) Property   None 
(c) Staff    None 
(d) Information Technology None 
 
7 Recommendations: 
 
That the Area Museums Committee notes the report 
 
Originator of report: 
Oliver Bone 
Curator, Thetford and King’s Lynn Museums 
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life 
Tel: 01842 752599 e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk 


